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may be that those responsible for the government of Australia
were trying to go too fast. All the countries of the world were
feeling the financial strain very severely, and it is not a matter for
surprise that a new country like Australia should have found it
difficult to weather the storm. In 1931 the Commonwealth was
no longer able to get the credit to enable it to carry on its work,
and drastic measures became necessary. These were taken heroic*
ally, and signs are not wanting to show that the worst of the
storm has passed.
Australia is very thinly populated, and this does not lessen its
problems. Tasmania and New South Wales have eight people to
the square mile. Victoria has twenty. But Queensland and South
Australia have only one, and Western Australia only one-half per
square mile. Who is to carry on the work of developing this great
land and of exploiting its vast resources ? The question is not easy
to answer, for though Australia needs men sorely she wants only
those who will be able to do the work required of them, and will
enable the Government to build up a solid and enduring state.
Newcomers often prefer the amenities of the towns to the hard-
ships involved in breaking new ground, and those who uphold
the * White Australia* policy dread the problems which would
inevitably arise from a great coloured incursion. The future will
bring its own solution, but the study of the problem brings the
uneasy reflection that so great a part of Australia is unsettled and
uncultivated, while close by are countries which need colonies
for their teeming multitudes of surplus population.